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KS2 NC TESTS TIMETABLE
Monday 14th – Thursday 17th May 2018
MONDAY
14TH MAY
English
Grammar,
Punctuation and
Spelling Paper 1 Short
answers
English
Grammar,
Punctuation and
Spelling Paper 2
Spelling

TUESDAY
15TH MAY

English
Reading

WEDNESDAY
16TH MAY

THURSDAY
17TH MAY

Mathematics
Paper 1 Arithmetic
Mathematics
Paper 2 Reasoning

Mathematics
Paper 3 Reasoning

What are SATS and Standards?
End of Key Stage 2 SATS (Standard Assessment Tests) tests are given at the end of Year 6. They
are used to show your child's progress compared with other children across the country. The
tests take place in May and are far more formal than at Key Stage 1.
The tests which are taken in Year 6 cover Reading , Grammar and Mathematics. Writing will be
assessed through Teacher Assessment (which could be externally moderated).
The test papers will be sent away to be marked and returned to school in July 2018. These are
first checked by teachers for errors and any papers with marking discrepancies returned for
re-marking. Following this, you will receive a report showing the teacher assessment (i.e. at
which standard the teacher thinks your child is working at) and the test results.
The tests match the curriculum changes since 2014. A scaled scores will be used: a score of
100 will represent the ‘national standard’, scores below 100 will represent working towards
the ‘national standard’ and scores above 100 will represent working above the ‘national
standard’.

The reports will also indicate whether a child is working towards the expected standard or
working at the expected standard (in some areas it might also report working at greater depth).

Government information…
Last year, the government produced a video and leaflet for
the parents of Year 6 (and Year 2) parents. You can see them
by following this link:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2017national-curriculum-tests-for-key-stages-1-and-2information-for-parents

ENGLISH
In the English SATs, the children’s results are based on reading and grammar
tests. They will also be given a teacher assessed writing standard. The teacher’s
assessment will be based on writing throughout the whole year but will largely
focus on the most recent writing.

ENGLISH SAT
The English test is made up of several aspects. They are shown
below:

Reading Test
Grammar and Punctuation Test
Spelling Test

READING
The reading test takes 1 hour and covers information gathering from
texts, inference and deduction, and commenting on a writer’s use of
grammatical features, vocabulary choices and stylistic features.
The children are given selections of texts to read with a number of
questions to answer relating to the texts. The texts and questions get
increasingly difficult as the test goes on.
The following slides give examples of the types of questions that
children will be asked to answer. They appear in different forms:
circling one of multiple answers, drawing lines to link ideas, one word
answers, copying sections of text, one or two sentence answers and
several sentence answers. The space given for children to answer in, as
well as the possible mark for the answer, allows the children to decide
how much detail they need to give in their answers.

WRITING
As stated previously, writing is being continually assessed throughout the year,
whenever children write.
Children are expected to show a variety of sentence forms, accurate grammar
and punctuation, appropriate structure, and imaginative and interesting ideas
and vocabulary which are appropriate for the reader and task. The objectives
being assessed are on the following slide.

A sample of our writing evidence could be externally moderated to ensure that
the standards awarded for writing are consistent across schools nationally.

Working towards the expected standard
describing settings and characters

Working at the expected standard

Working at greater depth within the expected standard

creating atmosphere (setting, weather, time of day,
description using the senses, character description…)
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance
the action
selecting vocabulary and grammatical structures that
reflect the level of formality required mostly correctly

using paragraphs to organise ideas
using some cohesive devices (determiners, pronouns,
conjunctions, adverbs and ellipsis), within and across
sentences and paragraphs
using different verb forms mostly accurately
using co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions

capital letters used mostly correctly
full stops used mostly correctly
question marks used mostly correctly
exclamation marks used mostly correctly
commas for lists used mostly correctly
apostrophes for contraction used mostly correctly

managing shifts between levels of formality through
selecting vocabulary precisely and by manipulating
grammatical structures

using a range of cohesive devices (determiners,
pronouns, conjunctions, adverbs and ellipsis), within
and across sentences and paragraphs
using passive and modal verbs mostly appropriately

selecting verb forms for meaning and effect

using a wide range of clause structures, sometimes
varying their position within the sentence
using adverbs, preposition phrases (in bed, after the
party…) and expanded noun phrases effectively to add
detail, qualification and precision
capital letters, full stops, question marks, exclamation
marks, commas in a list and apostrophes used mostly
correctly
inverted commas used mostly correctly
commas for clarity used mostly correctly
punctuation for parenthesis used mostly correctly
semi-colons sometimes used correctly
dashes sometimes used correctly
colons sometimes used correctly
hyphens sometimes used correctly

capital letters, full stops, question marks, exclamation
marks, commas in a list and apostrophes used correctly

using inverted commas, commas, dashes and brackets
almost always correctly

semi-colons to mark the boundary between independent
clauses mostly correctly
colons to mark the boundary between independent
clauses mostly correctly
spelling most words correctly* (year 3 and 4)
spelling some words correctly* (year 5 and 6)

spelling most words correctly* (year 5 and 6)

producing legible joined handwriting.

maintaining legibility, fluency and speed in handwriting through choosing whether or not to join specific letters.

GRAMMAR
The example we have used includes a selection of questions based on writing,
selecting or correcting sentences . Some examples follow:

How can I help my child’s learning in
English?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Read stories together and discuss. Ask questions about meaning, choice of words,
techniques, inferred meanings, predictions and so on.
Look at the reading list on the school website and try to read a selection of books
from the list.
When reading to and/or with your child discuss they use of inverted commas to
mark speech, the use of parenthesis (brackets) to add additional information, the
use of capital letters etc.
Read short stories and discuss plot – children may be able to use these ideas in
their own stories.
Read a range of non-fiction texts and discuss the features in the writing e.g. layout,
organisation, style, sentence structure.
Practise weekly spellings, check their meanings in dictionaries and practise
writing them into sentences (in their best handwriting!)
Use the internet to play literacy games with your children. There are a list of
websites at the end of this presentation that you may find useful.
Talk in different styles! Try holding formal discussions using language the
children are learning in school or describe scenes using figurative language!

MATHEMATICS

MATHEMATICS
There are 3 mathematics papers:

•Paper 1 - Arithmetic

-

40

•Paper 2 - Reasoning

-

35

•Paper 3 - Reasoning

-

35

Total Marks -

110

MATHEMATICAL EQUIPMENT
• pen
• pencil

The school can
provide the
children with all
this equipment.

• ruler (cm/ mm)
• mirror

• angle measurer (protractor)

N.B. Calculators are not allowed in any
mathematics paper.

MATHEMATICS PAPER 1 - ARITHMETIC
The first Mathematics paper only tests arithmetic and simply involves the children
calculating (with numbers as whole numbers or as fractions, decimals or
percentages).
The children can calculate the
answers using any methods
they wish. However, in a 2
mark question, if they make a
small error within the
calculation they may still gain a
mark if they have used a
standard, formal written
method.
There are about 35 questions
in the test, with a total of 40
marks, which need to be
completed within 30 minutes.

MATHEMATICS PAPER 2 AND 3
REASONING
The two written papers each consist of around 20 questions covering
the following areas of mathematics:
• number – number and place value
• number - addition, subtraction, multiplication, division
• number – fractions (including decimals and percentages)
• ratio and proportion
• algebra
• measurement
• geometry – properties of shape
• geometry – position and direction
• Statistics
Questions are in a range of formats, and worth between 1 and 3 marks.
The questions require children to solve or explain a problem or give
their reasoning for an answer. Some examples follow:

How can I help my child’s learning
in mathematics?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Practise number facts through games e.g. multiplication tables, number bonds,
counting on and back and so on.
Practise using the 4 number operations.
Go SumDog.
Discuss maths in every day life, e.g. paying for items and calculating change,
measuring of weights, lengths and times.
Ask some mental maths questions when your child gets home, when shopping,
before spending time on their computers or games consoles, on a journey in the
car etc.
Use the internet to play maths games with your children. There are a list of
websites at the end of this presentation that you may find useful.
Try to have a go at some of the activities on the ‘Fun Maths at Home’ on the school
website.
This website has leaflets about most key mathematics' topics. Whilst they are
linked to the old curriculum, they have some great activities :
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20100612050234/nationalstrategies.
standards.dcsf.gov.uk/primary/publications/mathematics/pri_ma_hcm0014208

How can I help my child’s learning?

•100% (or as close as!) attendance, please!
•Lots of sleep.
•Exercise.
•Eat well.
•Fun activities to consolidate key facts – games, quizzes etc – but no
pressure!

Websites
•

http://www.counton.org/games/

•

http://www.echalk.co.uk/Maths/PrimaryNationalStrategy_Yr6/DfESMathsActivitiesforyear6/index.html

•

http://www.primarygames.co.uk/

•

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/

•

http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/online_rev/ks2_choice.asp

•

http://www.teachingtreasures.com.au/maths/Maths_more.html

•

http://resources.woodlands.kent.sch.uk/maths/index.html

•

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/literacy/

•

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=20

•

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=46

